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INEO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NBA- 10 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 
PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 MCT-OI /093 W 

05 1841 280607Z/I0 

R 270945Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4339 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONPIDENTIAL RABAT 0551 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PBOR, SS, AG, MO 

SUBJ: SAHARA: SPECIAL OAU SUMMIT 

REF: ALGIERS 228 (NOTAL), RABAT 364, ADDIS ABABA 332 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRIVATE COMMENTS OP MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
RABAT JANUARY 25, PINANCING OP SPECIAL OAU SUMMIT WOULD BE 
SHARED BY OAU MEMBERS RATHER THAN BY ALGERIANS AND MOROCCANS 
ALONE. HE SAID THIS ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN DECIDED IN RESPONSE TO 
INITIAL OFPER BY ALGERIA AND LIBYA TO ASSUME THE COSTS. 

2. MAURITANIAN ALSO COMMENTED THAT WHILE IT REMAINED TO BE SEEN 
WHETHER SPECIAL SUMMIT WOULD IN PACT BE HELD, ATTAINING A 
QUORUM AND AGREEING ON SAHARAN REPRESENTATION SHOULD NOT BE 
INSURMOUNTABLE OBSTACLES. HE ELABORATED THAT IT WOULD BE 
UNREALISTIC TO INSIST ON THE PRESENCE OP AN EXCESSIVE NUMBER OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CHIEPS OP STATE OR GOVERNMENT, INASMUCH AS MINISTERIAL-LEVEL 
DELEGATES COULD ADEQUATELY REPRESENT COUNTRIES LESS DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN THE DISPUTE. A COMPROMISE ON SAHARAN REPRESENTA- 
TION, IN HIS VIEW, COULD INVOLVE ALLOWING ATTENDANCE BY SAHARANS 
WHO WERE MEMBERS OP THE POLISARIO, PROVIDED THEY WERE PRESENT 
IN AN INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY. MAURITANIAN PELT THAT SOME PLEXIBILITY 
ON MODALITIES WAS NECESSARY, AS IT WAS IMPORTANT POR MOROCCO AND 
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MAURITANIA NOT TO BE PERCEIVED AS BLOCKING A SUMMIT. IN ANY 
CASE, HOWEVER, THE SUMMIT IE HELD WOULD BE MOST UNLIKELY TO 
ACHIEVE PROGRESS TOWARD RESOLUTION OF THE DEEP DIFEERENCES 
SEPARATING THE TWO SIDES, HE CONCLUDED. 

ANDERSON 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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